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This course will survey the major themes in transitioning economies in the twentieth century.  This course will focus on the transitions of developed economies from planned economies to market economies and also the transitions of developing economies as they integrate into the world economy.  This course will also highlight some of the general features of twentieth century economic development.  Due to time constraints and the size and scope of this body of knowledge, this course will not attempt to be comprehensive in its coverage of topics.  Particular attention will be paid to the causes and consequences of economic growth, the implications of the twentieth century economic experience for economic theory, the development and practice of economic policy, the problems (and potential solutions) for the poorest nations, and critical examination of the evidence used to support claims about the history of the world economy in the twentieth century.     
The prerequisites for this course are Econ 444 or Econ 641, or Stat 245, Econ 501 and Econ 502.  If you have any concerns because you have not met all of the prerequisites, please see me as soon as possible.  This course meets in Class Location on Meeting Time.  My office hours are Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 2 PM to 4 PM in 425 Arps Hall, or by appointment.  I will also be available for brief chats immediately after class.  I can be reached by phone at 292-0762, or by email: logan.155@osu.edu.   There is no textbook for this course.  Most readings for this course are available on the course website (http://econ.ohio-state.edu/Econ615), and readings not available in electronic form are in a course packet which you may purchase at Grade A Notes (price: $75.00, address: 22 E. 17th Ave., phone: 614-299-9999).  In addition, all readings are on reserve at the Main Library.
Class attendance is very important-- material is presented in lecture that is not included in the readings, and you will be responsible for knowing it.  Each class meeting will contain a lecture and periods of discussion.  The lecture will present some of the general themes underlying the selected readings for that class meeting and will highlight the salient portions of the readings.   The discussion will be your opportunity to share your ideas on both the readings and their subject matter.  To that end, it is very important that you do the assigned reading for that class meeting.  I expect every student to participate in the discussion regularly in some way throughout the course of the term. Also, course participation is a portion of the final grade.
EXAMS

There will be a midterm examination, tentatively scheduled for Thursday, April 27, and a final examination (based solely on post-midterm material), as listed in the schedule by the Office of the Registrar, on Thursday, June 8.  Both exams will include both short answer and essay questions.  There will be optional review sessions and extra office hours before the Midterm and Final exams.  There will be no make-up exams.  If you have a conflict with either the midterm or the final exam you must see me by the end of the second week of class (Thursday, April 9) to make arrangements.  In addition, there will be a term paper due on Thursday, June 1, described below and in more detail in the term paper handout.  
GRADES
Grades for the course will be based on the midterm exam (30%), the final exam (30%), the term paper (30%) and class participation (10%).  To be fair to all students, I will hold a hard-line on academic misconduct.  Any instances of cheating, plagiarism and the like will be dealt with harshly (please read below and see the term paper handout for more information on academic misconduct).  

TERM PAPER ASSIGNMENT
Every student in the course will complete a term paper (anywhere from 10 to 15 double spaced pages in length) on a topic of their choosing related to some aspect of twentieth century economic development. The one formal requirement for your paper is that it must include some analysis.  You cannot simply review the literature on a given topic and then issue an assessment.  You will have to think hard about a topic and then show how the way you think about it is different from what has already been thought up (see the term paper handout for more information).  Your analysis may be formal (e.g. coming up with a new model or extending a model that you have seen to explain some economic phenomena from the twentieth century, analyzing new data, re-analyzing old data) or informal (e.g. finding new narrative evidence which contradicts the empirical evidence on a given topic or vice versa, bringing a different type of evidence to bear on a topic).   If you are not sure that what you are doing constitutes analysis, please ask.  
On April 2 you must turn in a brief (one paragraph) typewritten note describing the topic you have chosen for your paper.  During the third week of classes, you must meet with me, individually, to discuss your paper topic--  I will place a sign-up sheet outside of my office door on the first day of the second week of classes for this purpose.  On May 3 you must turn in a typewritten bibliography and an outline of your paper.  During the seventh week of classes you will be required to meet with me again, individually, to discuss how your paper is progressing-- I will place a sign-up sheet outside of my office door on the first day of the sixth week of classes for this purpose.  These meetings will be relatively brief (15 minutes), but they are important.  I stress that these meetings are required—failing to attend a meeting will result in a one-grade penalty for your paper (e.g. an A paper becomes an A- paper), and missing both meetings gives you a two-grade penalty for your paper (e.g. an A paper becomes a B+ paper).   The final version of your paper is due on June 1st at the beginning of class.
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT

Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters excellence in teaching, research, and other educational and scholarly activities.  Thus, The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty.  Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct and this syllabus may constitute “Academic Misconduct.”

The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.”  Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination.  Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct.

If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University.
 
If you have any questions about the above policy or what constitutes academic misconduct in this course, please contact me.

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disabilities Services should inform me as soon as possible of their needs so that they may be accommodated in a timely manner.  Similarly, if you need access to this syllabus or other course materials in a different format please see as soon as possible.
Reading List
I – Review of Economic Growth (one week)
This section of the course will review the fundamentals of growth theory.  A firm understanding of growth theory is necessary to analyze the growth experiences that we will cover in this course.  Growth is the fundamental issue in economics.  We will cover both traditional (Solow) growth theory and new (Romer) growth theory and highlight the advances that economists have made in thinking about growth.
Review of Solow Growth Model (lecture only)

Review of New Growth Theory (lecture only)

Jones, Charles. (2002). Introduction to Economic Growth (Second Edition), Chapters 1-2, pp. 1-51.

Easterly, William (2001). “Chapter 3: Solow’s Surprise: Investment is Not the Key to Growth” in The Elusive Quest for Growth: Economists’ Adventures and Misadventures in the Tropics, pp. 47-69.
Kremer, Michael. (1993). “Population Growth and Technological Change: One Million B.C. to 1990,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 108(3): 681-716.

** (Optional) Meier, Gerald M., and James E. Rauch. (2005). “Appendix: How to Read a Regression Table”, Leading Issues in Economic Development, Eight Edition, pp. 633-638.
II – Why is the world so unequal? (two weeks)

Why have some countries been successful at growing their economies and other unsuccessful?  What institutions, policies, and innovations cause one country to grow and another to not grow?  This section of the course will review the fundamental question that have plagued economists who analyze growth and development:  What do we know about growth and development, and how can we use that knowledge to help countries grow their economies?  
Easterlin, Richard “Why Isn’t the Whole World Developed?” Journal of Economic History (1981) pp. 1-20

Pritchett, Lant “Divergence, Big Time” Journal of Economic Perspectives (1997) pp. 3-17

Kenny, Charles “Why are we Worried About Income?  Nearly Everything that Matters is Converging.” World Development (2005) 33: 1-19.

Hall, Robert E. and Charles I. Jones. 1999. "Why Do Some Countries Produce So Much More Output per Worker than Others?" Quarterly Journal of Economics 114:83-116.

Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson. 2001. "The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: An Empirical Investigation." American Economic Review 91 (December): 1369-1401.

Albouy, David. 2005. "The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: A Reexamination Based on Improved Settler Mortality Data" Unpublished paper, University of California, Berkeley (February).

III – Economic Transitions—Theory and Large-Scale Concepts (two weeks)
The 20th century has seen several regions of the world grow quickly and change dramatically.  This section of the course looks at the basic patterns of that change, and also looks at the possible explanations for the growth experiences of poorer countries in the 20th century.
Jones, Charles. (1997). “On the Evolution of the World Income Distribution,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 11(3): 19-36. 

Fields, Gary (2002) Distribution and Development: A New Look at the Developing World. Chapters 1, 3 and 5.
Krueger, Alan and Mikael Lindahl. (2001). “Education for Growth: Why and For Whom?” Journal of Economic Literature, 39 (4): 1101-1136.

Fogel, Robert (2004). The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death 1700-2100.  Chapters 2 and 3.

IV – Economic Transitions – Case Studies (four weeks)
This section of the course covers, in detail, the growth experiences of selected regions and countries around the world.  Does the actual experience fall in line with the theory that we have looked at?  Are there major issues and concepts that economists have overlooked in their models of growth?  What are some of the other features of growth, and how have they interacted with economic features?
Week 1   Demography in Developing Countries, an Introduction 
Fields, Gary (2002) Distribution and Development: A New Look at the Developing World. Chapters 7 and 9.

Cleland, John (1987). “Marital Fertility Decline in Developing Countries: Theories and the Evidence.” In Reproductive Change in Developing Countries.

Kelley, Allen C. (1998) “Economic Consequences of Population Change in the Third World.” Journal of Economic Literature 26: 1685-1728.

Week 2   Education Policy in Developing Countries

Duflo, Esther. (2000). “Schooling and Labor Market Consequences of School Construction in Indonesia: Evidence from an Unusual Policy Experiment,” American Economic Review, 91(4):  795-813.

Gertler, Paul J. and John W. Molyneaux (1994).  “How Economic Development and Family Planning Programs Combined to Reduce Indonesian Fertility.”  Demography 31 (1): 33-64.

Kristin Mammen and Christina Paxson (2000) “Women’s Work and Economic Development” Journal of Economic Perspectives 14 (4): 141-164.
Week 3 Perspectives on African Development

Young, Alwyn. (2005). “The Gift of Dying: The Tragedy of AIDS and the Welfare of Future African Generations”, Quarterly Journal of Economics.
Miguel, Edward. (2004). “Poverty and Witch Killing”, Review of Economic Studies.

Week 4  Savings and Investment

Deaton, Angus and Christina Paxson (2000). “Growth, Demographic Structure, and National Saving in Taiwan.” In Population and Economic Change in East Asia. 

Lee, Ronald, Andrew Mason and Timothy Miller (2000). “Life Cycle Saving and the Demographic Transition in East Asia.” In Population and Economic Change in East Asia.
V – What will the Future Hold? (one week)
Given the experience of the 20th century, what will the 21st century and beyond hold for economic growth and the continuing transition of the world economy?  Can we take any lessons from the 20th century and use them to avoid economic problems in the 21st century? How will we deal with the new problems that present themselves?
Fogel, Robert (2004). The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death 1700-2100.  Chapters 4 and 5.

